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Teacher's Guide (Les interactions) 
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Whole Class Activities  

Name Description  Prep and group 
formation time  

Turn Toss Students stand in a circle. Teacher begins with a question 
and throws an object to a student who answers the 
question. Then the student tosses the ball as he/she asks 
the question of another student. Repeat. Vary the game 
with interesting objects, e.g. a rubber chicken. 

no prep 
1-2 min 

Like Me! Teacher asks a question and if a student can answer in the 
affirmative, they stand up. Additional questions are asked 
and students stand according to their personal replies. A 
great way to check for oral comprehension.  

prep – select 
appropriate 
questions 
 

Hot and cold A volunteer leaves the room while an item is placed 
somewhere in the classroom. The volunteer returns and 
students give directions (right, left, east, west, beside, 
behind, etc.) to the student to guide them to the item. 

no prep 
1-2 min 

Random image 
decoding 

From a stack of images (use images from a calendar or off 
the internet) select one and have students tell you what 
they think is in the picture, what happened before the 
picture, and what do they predict will happen after. 

prep – assemble 
images 
 

Flyswatter Attach images to the board and give students each a 
flyswatter. The teacher calls out a sentence and the first 
student to swat the correct image wins.  

prep – post 
images  
 

Down the 
line/Around the 
circle 

The first student in a row or in a circle asks a question of 
the next student who answers. That student then asks the 
next student and so on. The last student asks the first 
student.  

no prep 

Musical pictures Students stand in a circle.  The teacher distributes a 
number of images (vocabulary items or images 
representing expressions, etc.).  Music is played while 
students pass the cards along.  When the music stops, 
those with cards answer a question about their card or use 
the vocabulary in a sentence.  To vary the game, the one 
with the card must pass it to the right or left when the music 
stops and that person must answer. 

prep – assemble 
images 
1- 2 min 
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Partner Activities  - Strategies for putting students into pairs/small groups 

Name Description Prep & group 
formation time  

Double circle Students form two concentric circles with partners 
facing each other. To change partners, rotate around 
clockwise or counterclockwise. 

no prep 
1-2 min 

Shuffle and deal Put student names on cue cards, shuffle and deal out 
pairs of names, or more, if forming larger work groups.  

prep - name cards  
2-3 min  

Line it up Students form a line according to the teacher’s criteria, 
e.g. likes/dislikes, birth months, birthdate, height etc. 
Next, choose the halfway point in line and either bend 
the line (two ends come together) or shift the line 
(halfway person goes to other end and the line shifts). 

no prep 
1-2 min 

Countdown Students are numbered to make small groups/partners. no prep 
1-2 min 

Stand up/Sit down Have half the number of chairs for the class in a circle.  
Half the students sit on the chairs and their partners sit 
on the floor in front of them.  Switch places.  Then 
switch partners. 

prep – move chairs 
1-2 min  

Make some noise Students are randomly given a pre-made card with a 
noise or comment and must find their partner by 
listening for their match. These can be animal sounds 
and animal names, for example, vehicles, pairs of 
expressions (merci/de rien), locations, etc. 

prep - create sound 
cards (2 of each)  
3-4 min 

Mixer Students move around (can be to music) until a signal 
when they must choose the closest person as their 
partner or find a partner based on teacher 
requirements. 

prep - decide criteria 
2-3 min 

Find someone who Students choose someone they haven’t worked with 
today or recently, or have the same colour clothing, 
hair, eyes, shoes etc. 

prep - decide criteria 
1-3 min 

Random name 
generator/popsicle 
sticks 

Partners are chosen by computer program or by pulling 
popsicle sticks with students’ names on them. 

prep - put names into 
program/on popsicle 
sticks 
3-5 min  

Elbow partner The person closest to the student’s elbow becomes 
their partner. 

no prep 
1-2 min 

Cars Using the Double Circle activity to form partners, 
students stand one in front of the other, facing the 
same direction. The person in the front is the driver and 
the person in the back is the passenger. The 
passenger gives instructions that the driver tries to 
follow. The passenger can steer the driver by touching 
their elbows.  Pairs are chosen to demonstrate their 
‘cars’ to the class. 

no prep 
1-2 min 
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Teaching notes, whole class/partner activities char t 
Chapter 1 - Chez Thomas  
 

Pg Essential “I can” 
statements and 
basic interactions 

Alternate forms of 
interactions in this 
chapter 

Strategies and activities (see page 9 for 
descriptions of the Whole Class and page 10 
for Partner strategies named) 

3 Name and 
introduce a friend 
 
Qui est ton ami(e)? 
 
C’est mon ami(e) 
_____. 

Comment s’appelle 
ton ami(e)? 
 
Il/Elle s’appelle 
_____. 
 
C’est qui, ton ami(e)? 
 
Je veux te présenter 
mon ami(e) _____. 
 

Begin with oral review: Comment t’appelles -tu?  
Je m’appelle _____.  
 
Assisted by the teacher’s demonstrations and by 
oral repetition, students practice answering and 
asking the question using the names of friends.  
Comment s’appelle ton ami(e)?  Il/Elle s’appelle 
_____. 
 
Whole class – Turn Toss  activity using the 
question, Qui est ton ami(e)?  or Comment 
s’appelle ton ami(e)?   Students answer 
questions. 
Extension: Comment s’appelle ta mere, ton 
père? etc.   
 
Partners – Mixer  activity to form partners for 
question/answer practice 
 
Worksheet   - Ch1, p3  
Flaschards   - 1,2 

5 Tell where I go to 
school 
 
Où est-ce que tu 
vas à l’école? 
 
Je vais à l’école 
_____. 

Comment s’appelle 
ton école? 
 
Elle s’appelle l’école 
_____. 
 
Quel est le nom de 
ton école? 
 
C’est l’école _____. 

Present the question and answer orally. 
In response to the question, students practice 
answering with the name of their school.  Extend to 
the schools of siblings, friends, cousins, etc.  
Use the worksheet activity to role-play asking and 
answering the questions for the students illustrated 
– Marie, Jean, etc.  
 
Extension:  Use the alternate questions and 
answers and other appropriate contexts, eg. Quel 
est le nom de ta rue ?   
 
Worksheet - Ch1, p5 
Flashcard - 3 
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6 Give the name of 
my teacher 
 
Qui est ton 
enseignant(e)? 
 
C’est 
monsieur/madame 
_____. 
 
 

Quel est le nom de 
ton enseignant(e)? 
 
Mon enseignant(e) est 
_____. 
 
Comment s’appelle 
ton enseignant(e)? 
 
Il/Elle s’appelle 
_____.  
 

Orally, students practice giving the names of their 
teacher(s) in response to the question.  Include 
other subject areas, eg. Qui est ton 
enseignant(e) de musique?  
Students respond to the teacher’s questions to 
give the name of the principal, secretary, other 
staff members as appropriate. 
 
Partners – Mixer  activity to form partners.  Have 
students practice the question(s) and answer(s) 
with a variety of partners.  
 
Worksheet – Ch1, p6 
Flashcard   - 4 

7 Tell whether I 
have brothers or 
sisters 
 
Tu as des sœurs 
ou des frères? 
 
Oui, j’ai des 
sœurs/frères. 
Non, je n’ai pas de 
sœurs/frères. 

Est-ce que tu as des 
sœurs ou des frères? 
 
As-tu des sœurs ou 
des frères?  
 
Oui, j’ai des 
sœurs/frères. 
Non, je n’ai pas de 
sœurs/frères. 

Bring in photos of your own brother(s) or sister(s) 
to personalize the content.  Or use images of pop 
culture siblings, eg. The Simpsons (see Google 
images) to introduce the vocabulary. 
Model questions and answers with student 
volunteers.  Include students who do not have a 
sister or a brother.  
 
Whole class – Like me  activity. Teacher poses 
questions, eg. Est-ce que tu as un frère?  etc.  
Students who can reply in the affirmative stand up 
and give the answer.  After several questions, 
pose the negative form.  Qui n’a pas de frères? 
Those students stand to answer. 
 
Partners – Double circle , Make some noise  or 
Mixer  strategies to form partners. 
Students practice the questions and answers of 
partners as directed, then report back to the class, 
prompted by the teacher’s questions, eg. Qui a 
des  frères? Combien de sœurs a Julie?  etc. 
 
Worksheet  - Ch1, p7a; Ch1, p7b 
Flashcards  - 5,6 

9 Give my home  
address   
 
Quelle est ton 
adresse? 
 
C’est __________. 
 

C’est quoi, ton 
adresse? 
 
Mon adresse est 
_____. 
 
Donne-moi ton 
adresse. 
 
J’habite au _____. 
 

Begin by giving students the address of the school, 
a famous person or yourself.   
Model and practice the question and answer, 
students providing their own addresses.  
 
Whole class - Down the line activity to practice 
the answer and the answer. 
Partners - Find someone who  activity to form 
partners.  Students both ask and answer the 
question. 
 
Worksheet – Ch1, p9/10/11 
Flashcard - 7  
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Des frères Ch1 p7b 
 
Nom : ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Et toi?  
 
Tu as des frères? Combien? 
Oui, j’ai _________ frère(s).   
Comment s’appelle ton frère/s’appellent tes frères? 
Il s’appelle ___________/Ils s’appellent ______________________. 
Ou… 
Non, je n’ai pas de frères.   
 
 
 
 

 

 
                         Est-ce que tu as des frères?  =  As-tu des frères? 
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1

Comment t’appelles-tu? 

Je m’appelle ___. 


